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February 10, 2003

Thomas P. Colantuono, Esquire
U.S. Attommey's Office

55 Plcasanr Streer

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

RE:  Possible Violation of 47 Us.CA. §223
Dear Attormey Colantuono:

I am writing to rcport certain actions that appear to violate 47 USC §223 and ask thar
your office investigate and, if warranted, prosecute the responsible parties. The following
conduct toek place on November $, 2002, the date of the New H ampshire genera] election.

On that day, a continuous stream of telephone calls were made to five Democratic Pany
offices, which had the effect of tying up the lines and preventing legitimate business calls for
being received. These calls were “hang up” calls: when the phone was answered, the iacoming
caller would either hang up or say nothing. The calls interfered with the “Get Out The Vote™
activities of the Panty. At the same dme, similar calls were being made to the local Manchester
Professional Firefighters Association office. As is widely known, the Fircfighters conduct a
“Ride to the Polls™ operation at each election. They do not ask callers which party they belong
to; in fact the F refighters are raditionally bi-pantisan. In this past election, for example, the
New Hampshire Professional Firefighters endorsed former Governor Jeanme Shaheen, a
Democerat. and currently Gov. Craig Benson, a Republican. A YOu can imagine, the bulk of the
rides provided by the Firefighters are to New Hampshire’s senjor population. I have enelosed a
capy of a February 7, 2003 Union Leader article about ths.

The Manchestsr Police Department has investigated this marter and determined the
respensible parties, but decided not 1o Prosecute under their jurisdiction because the conduct is
3 misdemncanor under New Hampshire law involving out of state defendants. The individual

Indiana Representarives of Milo Enterprises told Detective Roche that it was contracted to call
Six numbers all dav, The numbers were the Manchester Democratic City Committee Office, the
Democratic Party Coordinated Campaign Office in Manchesicr, the Firefighter's Hall/"Ride 10
the Polls”, and the Democeratie Pany field offices in the cities of Rochester, Claremont, and
Neshua The representatives of Milo also told Lt. Rache that they made the calls for an hour,
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then stopped because they were “suspicious.” It is my understanding, however, that the calls
were stopped after complaints to Verizon. Milo's Tepresentatives aleo told Detective Roche thar

600 Cameron Streer, Alexandnia, Virginia. GOP Marketplace paid Milo $2,500.00. NcwsPai:er
ccounts have now revealed that the New Hampshire Republican Party had a contract with GOP

Detective Roche spoke with one Chris Cupit, Vice President of Marketing for GOP
Marketplace. He referred them 1o the company’s corporate attomey, who refised to comument.

In reviewing this mateer further, it appears that the activities of Milo Enterprises, as paid
for through the auspices of GOP Marketplace, LI.C, is telephone harassmemt within the
meaning of 47 U.S.C.A. §223. This activity is, I believe, a felony, subject to both fines and a
potential prison terms of up to two years,

To make a long story short. this case goes well beyond the category of pelitical pranks,
Intentional, criminal activides were undertaken with the sole purpose of harassing and
disrupting efforts by the New Hampshijre Democratic Party on clection day. Even warse, the
Jamming of the firefighters’ lines was a direct attempt to suppress the rights of voters,
particularly senior voters, to vote. These acts violated both New Hampshire and Federa! law,

I cannot believe thap any public official, whether Republican or Democrar, would
condone criminal conduer in palitical activity. For that reason. I look forward to 2 vigorous
investigation by your office into these crimimal activides.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Very truly yours,

iétﬁ: N. Sullivan /L

ivan@hv; ighlaw.cam

/sos

enclosure
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S QFFICE
DisTRICT OF NEw HAMPSHIRE

55 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301
Volce (603) 225-1552
Fax: (603) 225.1470

To: Barbarg Comstock Date; February 10, 2003
202-514-5331
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From: Linda Tomlinsow - "

Sublect: NN General Electtonetter frgns Doy
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