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ederal officials
erted by police
) alleged GOP
hone jamming

JOHN DISTASO
lor Polilica!l Reporter

Tanchester police have alerted
U.S. Justice Department to an
ction Day operation allegedly
cred by & Republican tele-
tketing dealer that jammed
out-the-vote phone banks op-
ed by the city’s firefighters
on and the state Democcratic
ty.

t. Fred Roach of the city’s de-
ive bureau said this week Ida-
based tetemarketing firm Milo
erprises was hired by GOP
rketplace of Alexandria, Va., to
ke repeated hang-up cails to a
up of New Hampshire phone
ks on Nov. 6.

nion and Democratic officials
| the phone jam, broken by
izon after two hours, lasted
3 enough to hurt their efforts
each people who needed rides
he polls. Union president Wii-
1 Clayton said many intended
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Bode Miller
smilaa on the
podium aftar
winning the
Men's
combined at
the World
Alplne Sk
Champlon-
ships In St.
Moritz, Swit-
zarland, yes-
terday.

AP Photo

By PAULA TRACY
.c=_o: Leader Staff

FRANCONIA — Despite mﬂm
fact his name is known by Eurc-
peans and ski race enthusiasts
everywhere, Bode Miller said his
quiet home town here in the
White Mountains will not be
changed by his international ski
success,
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“Franconia is pretty much j
pervious and that is pretty mu
why I am who I am,” Miller s;
yesterday in a noswmumsam «
after winning the gold medal
the combined at the world cha
wzowm:_ﬁm in m” Moritz, Switz
an
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esident should stop downplay-
1 this thveat, start paying more
ention to it and immediately
gage the North Koreans in di-
1 talks.”

:LEPHONES

the North Koreans through a va-
riety of channels," ke said,

The two countries continue to
exchange harsh words., On
Wednesday, Defense Secretary

but we have Lo find a way to do it
that does not suggest to the
North Koreans that we are doing
i because they have this tool, thig
weapon ., '

greel volers. Furthertnore, he
said, the jam only lasted for about
10 to 20 minutes, And officials
with the Kerry campaign also dis-
missed the story.

ter suburbs. Meanwhile,

paper said, the Gore campa
ratcheted up its own get-out-t
vote efforts in Manchester :
Nashua. Gore won the primary
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1tacts with potential riders, es-
stally seniors, were not made,
3, “I know a lot of them got
ut out” of voting,
Roach said a state harassment
¢ may have beén violated. The
ie's multi-state nature prompt-
him to contact authaorities
at possible federal violations,
said.
dtate Republican Chairman
me Millerick said yesterday
' slate committee hired GOP
rketplace, but not to jam oppo-
ion phone lines, something she
d she knew nothing about.
villerick, elected chairman two
eks ago, said party executive
ector Chuck McGee told her
it, “at the very end of the elec-
n c¢ycle, the state party con-
cted with GOP Marketplace
v the thought that the party
y use telemarketing to do
e get-out-the-vote calling. But
: calls were never made, and
+ state party is currently work-
ron gelling a refund.”
she noted the hiring occurred
xfore my time” as party chair-
1. Mitterick worked with the
te GOP in the fall to direct the
publicans’ own get-out-the-
te effort in the final hours of
¢ campalgn.
GOP Marketplace calls itself
1e first Internet-based political

ILLER

B2B (business-to-business). We
link campaigns and committees
with telephone vendors online.”

The Republican State Commit-
tee paid GOP Marketplace $15,-
800 on Nov. 1, A lawyer for GOP
Marketplace would neither con-
firm nor deny the firm hired Milo
Enterprises.

State Democratic Chairman
Kathleen Sullivan said, "It breaks
my heart that anyone in this
country would engage in criminal
activity to try toc prevent seniors
from voting and to interfere with
a free election.”

City firefighters head Clayton
said union volunteers noticed
they .could not ‘make or receive
calls at sbout 7:30 a.m. on Elec-
tion Day. After an hour, he said,
the problem was reported to po-
lice.

Li. Roach said Verizon was
contacted, freed the phone lines
and identified the caller as Milo
Enterprises.

He said Milo officials, con-
tacted last month, “were very co-
operative. They said they were a
telemarketing firm for hire and
had been paid in advance {(by
GOP Marketplace, Roach said,) to
repeatedly call a variety of phone
numbers in New Hampshire on
November 5. .

Roach said Milo officials toid

him that when they arrived at
work early on Nov. 5, their work-
ers had been making the calls for
about an hour, But after checking
the work order, Roach szid, they
stopped the blocking operation,
realizing it could be “a problem.”

Roeach said he later spoke to a
vice president at GOP Market-
place, and, “He was very evasive.”
The Union Leader’s call to GOP
Marketplace President Allen Ray-
mond was returned by company
attorney John Partridge, who said
Raymond “can’t confirm or deny”
that Milo Enterprises was hired.

Clayton said the firefighters
don't ask riders their party affilia-
tion, He noted many union mem-
bers are Republicans and the
state firefighters union backed
Republican Craig Benson for gov-
ernaor,

Sullivan said she identified the
party numbers blocked as those
for the Democratic City Commit-
tee office, the state party’s now-
closed coordinated campaign of-
fice and state party field offices in
Nashua, Rochester and Clare-
mont. :

Roach noted a state law mask-
ing 1 a misdemeanor to make a
telephone call “with a purpose to
annoy or alarm another.” Prose-

cuting an out-of-state entity, on a,
misdemennor is difficult, he said,
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Viitter, 28, grew up in Easton,
1 outside of this small moun-
n village of fewer than a thou-
1d residents and skied at state-
ned Cannon Mountain where
; mother, Jo, worked. His fa-
w, Woody, is an area social
rker and the family runs Tam-
ick Tennis Camp in the sum-
.

v oan Fowreir meimm avemPacnld

which are held in odd-numbered
years, match up the best skiers in
the world for almost two weeks of
competition.

Friends and followers in the
Granite State, who watched the
results fed live on the Internet at
about 9:30 a.m. here, said they
were thrilled he was able to put
fogether two solid runs of slalom
and was able to overcome a 17th

showing in decades.

“We've been in the bascment
for years,” he said. ’

Miller's uncle, Mike Kenney,
who is also coach at FSC, keeps
the connection between the pro-
gram and Miller alive. Kenney is
with Miller now. Come Feb. 15,
the club will be auctioning a pair
of skis Miller raced on this winte
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but he said he has contacted the
U.S. Justice Department in Wash-
ington.

One federal law prohibits caus-
ing “the telephone of another re-
peatedly or continuously to ring,
with the intent to harass any per
son at the called number.” Roach
said, “I{ appears (the Justice De-
partment) may be interested in
pursuing the matier.” o

McGee, the Republican State
Committee executive director,
said early yesterday he had
vaguely heard of GOP Market-
place and did not hire the firm,
Later, Millerick called The Union
Leader {o say that McGee “was
mistaken,” and had in fact hired
it for telemarketing.

Sullivan said, “I find it fasci-
nating that Chuck McGee's initial

BEDFORD

reaction was to lie. I don’t knov
I can believe anything now.”
Roach said blocking phe
lines "i8 serioug crime, regardl
of whether it’s a misdemeano:
a felony. Whether it be you, 1
or a union hall, they’re all +

.tims.”

Raymond is a 33-year-old or
nizer whose recent. clients
cluded Republican’ Natios
Committee co-chair Patri
Harrison and former Presiden
candidate Steve Forbes’ 2i
campaign committee, accord:
to the firm’s Web site, Last ye¢
he héaded the Republican Le
ership Conference, which sp
about $150,000 advertisi
against conservative GOP forn
candidate for governor' Gorc
Humphrey. . '

{Continued From Page A1)

voted down. School board mem-
bers said Bedford’s students
could continue to attend West but
a new tuition arrangement would
have to be negotiated with Man:
chester. School board member
Dan Sullivan said Bedford proba-
bly wouldn’t have to pay $20,000
per student in tuition bui would

.pay more.than the: cther three

'towns if .those communities ap-
proved their agreements with
Manchester and Bedford didn't.

_ Under the plan, Bedford would
be guaranteed seats at West up
until it reached a population of
about 1,000 students. Bedford
currently has a high schoo! popu-
lalion of about 807 students,
according to officials,

In addition to the projected tui-
tion costs of about $6,700 per stu-
dent, the capital costs for the
praject should not total more
than $1,500 per student, accord-
ing to school board members.
The figures are for a “worst-case”

scenario and will likely Be.'b
before the agreement is.finaliz
they said. Bedford currently pi
Manchester about $6,400 per s
dent fortuition. ’

In Bedford, the tuition prop
al requires a simple majority
approval, atthough some vob
have' questioned - that aspect
the plan and say it could requ
at least a 60 percent vote for :
proval. School officials are stat
ing by the opinion of le
counsel that only a simple ma}
ity is needed. That stance was
iterated last night in response
a voter's question. .

Voterg still had to discuss ¢
eral remaining warrant articles
about 10 p.m. One of those a;
cles included a proposed petiti
warrant article — Article 13
that deesn’t require-a high schr
to be built if it is approved}

readdresses such a sannent
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